
ORDINANCE 2017- 16 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2002-42, AS 
AMENDED, WHICH DEFINED, CLARIFIED AND REGULATED 
CONTRACTORS AND THE BUSINESS OF CONTRACTING; 
SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION I, CERTIFICATION 
REQUIRED; SECTION III, DEFINITIONS; SECTION IV, 
CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE OR REPAIR BY OWNER; AND 
ATTACHMENT "A''; LICENSING CATEGORIES AND STANDARDS 
FOR EACH; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS 
ORDINANCE. 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners has found it necessary to further 
amend Ordinance 2002-42, as amended by Ordinance No. 2005-36. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED this lOth day of ----"-Ju,.,l'=..J.y'---------
2017, by the Board of Commissioners of Nassau County, Florida, as follows: 

SECTION I. Certification Required 

It shall be unlawful after the effective date of this Ordinance, except as otherwise 
provided by law, for any person to engage in a trade or craft specified in this Ordinance without 
first obtaining the craftsman certificate for the particular trade or craft engaged in. Any worker, 
helper or apprentice who is not so certified may work at such trade or craft if he is employed and 
on the payroll of a contractor qualified in the trade or craft and that provides workers' 
compensation coverage as required in Florida Statutes, Section 489.114, and that provides direct 
supervision of the employee. It is also unlawful and a violation of this ordinance for any person 
not possessing a valid craftsman certificate issued by Nassau County to represent him or herself 
as holding one, or to do any work requiring one, except under the employ and direct supervision 
of a certified craftsman, or to do any construction, maintenance or repair of structures or systems 
within the unincorporated areas ofNassau County. 

A. Before any contractor shall engage in the business of construction, maintenance or repair 
to the structures or systems within the unincorporated areas ofNassau County, he/she shall pay 
to the Tax Collector's office the necessary occupational license fee according to the license code 
as set forth by the Nassau County Board of County Commissioners unless that contractor is 
Certified by the State of Florida, Department of Business and Professional Regulation.:. and has a 
·;a.Jid oeeupationallieense in the loeation of his or her primary aesiness. 

B. Bond: A good and sufficient bond in the sum of two thousand dollars ($2,000.00), 
payable to Nassau County, Florida, with applicants as principal, and with surety thereon, shall be 
filed with the Nassau County Building Department, further conditioned that the principal shall 
well and surely comply with the provisions of all the Nassau County Ordinances. Should any 
bond so required for any reason become insufficient, the Building Official acting in the capacity 
as the Nassau County Licensing Official, may require a new bond be filed forthwith, and upon 



failure to do so the certificate issued to such principal shall be immediately and automatically 
suspended, and it shall be unlawful thereafter for such principal to engage in such business until 
such certificate is reinstated as provided below. 

As a further requirement, the applicant shall furnish the Nassau County Building 
Department evidence that such applicant is covered by: 

(1) Workers' Compensation Insurance as required by law. 

(2) Contractors liability insurance with respect to such business, through an insurance 
company authorized to do business in the State of Florida, for an amount not less than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for one person, one hundred thousand ($100,000.00) for one 
accident, and twenty-five thousand ($25,000.00) policy of property damage insurance with 
respect to such business. 

C. If any bond or insurance required by this ordinance expires, or is at any time cancelled, 
during the term of the certificate, then the certificate issued to the bonded or insured individual 
shall be immediately and automatically suspended and it shall be unlawful thereafter for the 
Contractor/Special Trades Contractor to engage in such business until such certificate is 
reinstated. A new bond or new insurance policy shall not be required as long as the original bond 
and insurance remains sufficient and in full effect. 

D. Any Certificate of Competency or Certificate suspended by the terms thereof may be 
reinstated by the Building Official upon a new compliance with the requirements of this section. 

E. Any person who holds a Certificate of Competency or Certificate from the Building 
Official may elect to place said certificate on voluntary inactive status for a period of two 
consecutive years for a fee of ten dollars ($10.00) per year during which time he/she shall not 
engage in contracting, but may retain his/her certificate in good standing. 

F. Any person who fails to reactivate his or her certificate at the end of the two (2) year 
inactive status shall be deemed to have abandoned the certificate, which will result in the 
Certificate of Competency or Certificate becoming null and void. 

SECTION II. Certification 

All Contractor Classifications, as listed in "Attachment A", as may be amended by the 
Building Official as is necessary, and made a part of this ordinance, require an appropriate 
Certificate of Competency to be issued by the Building Official, after payment of the fee 
required by separate Resolution, prior to engaging in the act of contracting. A Certificate of 
Competency, Certificate or License may be obtained in one (1) of the following ways as 
stipulated in this section: 

A. (1) Making application for and submittal of the required application fee to the Building 
Official. 
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(2) Obtaining a passing grade of seventy-five percent (75%) on an examination for the 
classification, trade or occupation that a Certificate is required to be obtained by a testing agency 
approved by Nassau County. 

(a) Applicants making application to take the examination for Certification as a 
Master in any trade must submit satisfactory evidence that he or she has successfully passed an 
examination for Journeyman in the trade sought unless the Building Official, after review of the 
applicants qualifications and work experience, determines otherwise. 

(b) Applicants making application to take the examination for Certification as a 
Journeyman in any trade shall submit satisfactory evidence that they have a minimum of two 
years experience or education in the field for which certification is being sought. Two years 
experience shall be experience gained through working as an apprentice or helper in the 
appropriate trade for two years; or one year of education in a recognized accredited college or 
vocational school plus one year of practical experience in the application of the trade sought. 

(c) Each applicant shall submit to an examination, in writing, which shall be 
prepared, graded and proctored by an agency designated by Nassau County to test the 
qualifications of the applicant to perform satisfactory work in the chosen field within the 
unincorporated limits of Nassau County and the familiarity of the applicant with the appropriate 
sections of the adopted construction codes. 

(d) Regular examinations for applicants approved by the Building Official shall be 
held as scheduled by the designated testing agency. No applicant shall be allowed to take an 
examination more than three times in any two calendar years. 

(e) Special examinations may be authorized at any time by the Building Official, 
provided application therefore is made and the applicant submits all applicable fees to the 
designated testing agency within the agencies timelines. 

(f) All applications for examination must be filed with the designated testing agency 
not less than three weeks prior to the date of the scheduled examination. 

(g) Applicants shall be required to answer correctly a minimum of seventy-five 
percent (75%) of the questions in the examination to pass said examination. When applicants 
have passed such examination and documentation of such is submitted to the Building Official a 
Certificate of Competency shall be issued without further charge, to such persons who have 
passed. Said Certificates of Competency shall show that such applicants are qualified to apply 
for such licenses as may be required and to engage in or work at the business or trade for which 
certified and within the unincorporated areas ofNassau County. 

B. ( 1) Certificate holders, whose competency has been demonstrated by examinations which 
are comparable to that required by this Ordinance and whose base for conducting their business 
is outside the territorial limits of Nassau County, may use said certificates for work within 
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Nassau County- provided such certificate holder is, or is employed by, a contractor who holds a 
valid occupational license in Nassau County. It is hereby further provided that above said 
certificate holder's home county accords Nassau County's certificate holders this same 
opportunity. 

(2) Submittal is required of a photostatic copy of a current Certificate of Competency 
accompanied with a letter from the Chief Administrator's Office of the agency issuing such 
certification certifying that the City or County has a licensing ordinance similar to that of Nassau 
County and that reciprocity is granted to Nassau County holders of a Certificate of Competency. 

Section III. Definitions 

A. The term "Contractor" as used in this ordinance shall be held to mean any person, who, 
for compensation, undertakes to, or submits a bid to, or does him or herself or by others, 
construct, repair, alter, remodel, add to, subtract from, improve any building or structure, 
including related improvements to real estate for others. The term includes all types of trades as 
stipulated in "Attachment A" and is adopted in conjunction with this ordinance. 

B. The term "Certificate" as used in this ordinance shall be held to mean the document 
whereby Nassau County has granted a person the right to perform the work as allowed by the 
certificate type, said authorization being granted under Section II of this ordinance. 

C. The term "Certificate of Competency" as used in this ordinance shall be held to mean the 
document whereby Nassau County has granted a person the right to perform the work allowed by 
the certificate after satisfying the requirements of Section I of this ordinance. 

D. The term "Licensing Official" as used in this ordinance shall mean the Building Official 
or his duly authorized representative. 

E. The term "Nassau County Contractors Regulatory Board" as used in this ordinance shall 
be held to mean the Nassau County Board of County Commissioners pursuant to Nassau County 
Ordinance 94-5, which constituted the Nassau County Contractors regulatory Board. 

F. The term "Grandfathered" as used in this ordinance means those individuals that have 
previously been granted a certificate of competency and maintains said certificate as required!. 
parseaA:t to Nassau County Ordinanee 92 9. 

G. The term "Nassau County" as used in this ordinance shall be held to mean the 
· unincorporated areas of Nassau County outside of the corporate limits of all cities and towns 

therein. 

4 



SECTION IV. Construction, Maintenance, or Repair by Owner 

A. Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent any owner from constructing, repamng or 
maintaining farm outbuildings or one-family or two-family residences for the occupancy or use 
of such owners and not offered for sale or lease when compliant with the requirements of 

. Florida Statutes, Section 489.103 (7). 

B. Nothing in this ordinance shall prevent any owner from constructing, repamng or 
maintaining a commercial building, at a cost not to exceed $25,000.00 $75,000.00, on such 
property for the occupancy or use of such owners and not offered for sale or lease within one ( 1) 
year of issuance of Certificate of Occupancy or Certificate of Completion as stipulated in the 
requirements of Florida Statutes, Section 489.103 (7). 

SECTIONV. Enforcement 

A. Enforcement of the provisions contained within this Ordinance relating to certification, 
issuance of citations, suspension of certificates or assessment of penalties shall be by the Nassau 
County Building Official. 

B. Appeals of the Building Official's decisions relating to matters effecting the enforcement 
of this Ordinance shall be filed in writing within ten (1 0) days of the decision by the Building 
Official and presented to the Nassau County Attorney requesting a hearing before the Nassau 
County Contractors Regulatory Board. 

C. Failure of a violator to appeal the decision by the Building Official within the time period 
set forth shall constitute a waiver of the right to a hearing. A waiver of the right to a hearing shall 
be deemed an admission of the violation and penalties may be imposed. 

SECTION VI. Penalties 

A. The penalties assessed by the Building Official for a violation of the conditions of this 
ordinance or of the adopted construction codes ofNassau County, shall not exceed five hundred 
dollars ($500.00), and are established as follows: 

(i). For the first offense: 
(ii). For the second offence: 
(iii) For the third offence: 

(iv) For the fourth offence: 

$100.00 
250.00 
500.00 plus suspension of Certificate of Competency 
for 6 months 
500.00 plus revocation of Certificate of Competency 

B. If a hearing is held and the Nassau County Contractors Regulatory Board finds that a 
violation exists, the penalty may be levied in excess of those set forth in Section VI, A, but not 
more than $1,000.00 and/or suspension or revocation of Certificate of Competency. 
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C. Monies collected pursuant to this Ordinance shall be retained by the Nassau County 
Contractors Regulatory Board and set aside in a specific fund to support future enforcement 
activities, including costs associated therewith, pursuant to this Ordinance. 

Section VII. Hearings: Notifications and Appeals 

A. Hearings shall be held before the Nassau County Contractors Regulatory Board as 
established by Florida Statutes, Section 162.03 (2), and such hearings shall be conducted 
pursuant to the requirements of Florida Statutes, Sections 162.07 and 162.08. 

B. If the person issued the violation, or his or her designated representative, shows that the 
violation is invalid or that the violation has been corrected prior to appearing before the Board, 
the Board may dismiss the violation unless the violation is irreparable or irreversible. 

C. If the Board finds that a violation exists, the Board may order the violator to pay a civil 
penalty of not less than the amount set forth in the violation notice but not more than one 
thousand dollars ($1,000.00) and impose a suspension or revocation of the Certificate of 
Competency. In determining the amount of the penalty, the Board shall consider the following 
factors: 

(i) The gravity of the violation. 
(ii) Any actions taken by the violator to correct the violation. 
(iii) Any previous violations committed by the violator. 

D. A person issued a violation pursuant to this subsection is deemed to be charged with a 
noncriminal infraction. 

E. Upon written notification by the Building Official that a violator has not contested or has 
not corrected the notice of violation or paid the civil penalty within the time frame set forth on the 
notice of violation, the Board shall enter an order ordering the violator to pay the civil penalty set 
forth on the notice of violation, and a hearing shall not be necessary for the issuance of such 
order. 

F. Each day a willful, knowing violation continues shall constitute a separate offense under 
the provisions of this subsection. 

G. A certified copy of an order imposing a civil penalty against a contractor holding a valid 
Certificate of Competency may be recorded in the public records and thereafter shall constitute a 
lien against any real property owned by the violator. Upon petition to the Circuit Court, such 
order may be enforced in the same manner as a court judgment by the sheriffs of this state, 
including a levy against personal property; however, such order shall not be deemed to be a court 
judgment except for enforcement purposes. A civil penalty imposed pursuant to this part shall 
continue to accrue until the violator comes into compliance or untiljudgment is rendered in a suit 
to foreclose on a lien filed pursuant to this section, whichever occurs first. After three (3) months 
from the filing of any such lien which remains unpaid, the Board may authorize the County 
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Attorney to foreclose on the lien. No lien created pursuant to the provisions of this part may be 
foreclosed on real property which is a homestead under S. 4, Art. X of the State Constitution. 

H. An aggrieved party may appeal a final administrative order of the Board to the Circuit 
Court. Such an appeal shall not be a hearing de novo but shall be limited to appellate review of 
the record created before the Board. An appeal shall be filed within thirty (30) days of the 
execution of the order to be appealed. 

I. All notices required by this section shall be provided to the alleged violator by certified 
mail, return receipt requested; by hand delivery by the sheriff or other law enforcement 
personnel or by the Building Official or his representative; by leaving the notice at the violator's 
usual place of residence with some person of his/her family above fifteen (15) years of age and 
informing such person of the contents of the notice; or by including a hearing date within the 
notice. 

Section VIII. Validity 

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such portion shall not affect the remaining portions thereof, and it 
shall be construed to have been a legislative intent to pass this ordinance without such 
unconstitutional or invalid part. 

Section IX. Effective Date 

This Ordinance shall become effective upon notification that it has been filed with the 
Office of the Department of State. 

Board of County Commissioners 
Na au ounty, Florida 

Its: Chairman 

RE: 
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DEFINITIONS: 

"Attachment A" 

LICENSING CATEGORIES 
And 

STANDARDS FOR EACH 

Ordinance No. 2017- 16 ----

Incidental-for the purpose of this document incidental shall mean work of a nature expected to 
be required in the performance of a contract. Such work shall not be the primary purpose of the 
contract nor exceed 25% of the total prime contract. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS (A): shall be unlimited as to height, area and complexity of con­
struction undertaken. A general contractor who can qualify for testing shall have the knowledge 
gained by five ( 5) years of experience in a supervisory capacity under a general contractor or 
building contractor, or have been a licensed building contractor for 1 year or a residential 
building contractor for two (2) years or shall have an education and experience equivalent 
thereto, as defined in this section. A general contractor shall subcontract to a qualified contractor 
all work which is the exclusive work of plumbing, electrical or HARV contractors, unless such 
contractor also holds a certificate of competency of the respective trade category, provided, that 
on new site development work, site redevelopment work, mobile home parks, commercial 
properties, and utility work within public rights-of-way and designated easements, the obligation 
to subcontract shall not prohibit the general contractor from constructing the main sanitary sewer 
collection system and the main water distribution system including the continuation of utility 
lines from the mains to a designated termination point in the right-of-way or easement, after 
which utility lines shall be constructed by plumbing contractors. As to mobile home parks, the 
continuation of utility lines from the mains are to be considered a part of the main sewer 
collection and main water distribution systems. A general contractor may do, contract for, and 
take out permits for installing room air conditioners, metal decking and siding, pile driving, 
telephone booths, transport assembly installation, curtain walls, window walls and for the work 
of any specialty contractor, as defined herein, except that of air conditioning contractors, 
refrigeration contractors, plumbing contractors, electrical contractors, roofing contractors, except 
in compliance with Florida Statutes, Section 489.113(3) (b), and elevator contractors. 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS (B): are those whose services are limited to construction, 
remodeling, demolition, repair, or improvement of commercial buildings and single or multiple· 
dwelling residential buildings, neither to exceed three stories in height, or thirty-six (36) feet, and 
accessory use structures in connection therewith, or those whose services are limited to 
remodeling, repair, or improvement of any size building if the services do not affect the 
structural members of the building. A building contractor who can qualify for testing shall have 
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the knowledge gained by not less than 4 years experience in a supervisory capacity under a 
general contractor or have been a licensed residential building contractor for not less than one ( 1) 
year. A building contractor shall subcontract to a qualified contractor all work which is the 
exclusive work of plumbing, electrical, or HARV contractors, unless such contractor also holds a 
certificate of competency of the respective trade category. A building contractor may do, 
contract for and take out permits for installing room air conditioners, metal decking and siding, 
pile driving, telephone booths, curtain walls, window walls and for the work of any specialty 
contractor within the limits of work of a building contractor, except that of air conditioning 
contractors, plumbing contractors, electrical contractors, refrigeration contractors, roofing 
contractors except in compliance with Florida Statutes, Section 489.113 (3) (b), and elevator 
contractors. 

RESIDENTIAL BUILDING CONTRACTORS (C): are those whose services are limited to 
construction, remodeling, demolition, repair or improvement of one, two or three family unit 
residences not exceeding two stories in height and accessory use structures in connection 
therewith. A residential building contractor who can qualify for testing shall have the 
experience, knowledge and skill gained by not less than five (5) years experience in a 
supervisory capacity under a general, building or residential contractor or education equivalent 
thereto, as defined in this section. A residential building contractor shall subcontract to a 
qualified contractor all work which is the exclusive work of plumbing, electrical or HARV 
contractors, unless such contractor also holds a certificate of competency of the respective trade 
category. A residential building contractor may do, contract for and take out permits for 
installing room air conditioners, metal decking and siding, and for the work of any specialty 
contractor within the limits of work of a residential building contractor except that of air 
conditioning contractors, plumbing contractors, electrical contractors, refrigeration contractors, 
roofing contractors except in compliance with Florida Statutes, Section 489.113 (3) (b), and 
elevator contractors. 

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS: are those who can qualify for testing as a master plumber 
with a minimum of five (5) years experience, two (2) of which shall be as a journeyman plumber 
in a supervisory capacity with educational equivalency not to exceed two (2) years of the total, 
who can assume responsible charge and direction of other persons in the installation of 
plumbing, which shall mean all work done in connection with the testing, installation, 
maintenance, extension and alteration of all piping fixtures, solar water heating systems, 
appliances, backflow prevention devices (with additional state certification as required) 
appurtenances thereto and apparatus or equipment used in connection with a water supply and 
sewage disposal system and who can install, maintain, repair, alter or extend any system of 
piping, tubing, vessels, containers, pumps, apparatus and appurtenances in connection with such 
pressure piping used for the circulating, transporting, holding or processing of any vapor, fluid, 
liquid, semi-liquid or solids, inside of, or attached to, any building, lot or premises. A plumbing 
contractor shall subcontract to a qualified contractor all other work incidental to the work which 
is specified herein as being the work of a trade other than that of a plumbing contractor. 
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS: are those who can qualify for testing as a master electrician 
with at least five (5) years experience, two (2) of which shall be as a journeyman electrician in a 
supervisory capacity with educational equivalency not to exceed two (2) years of the total, and 
who can assume responsible charge and direction of other persons in the installation, 
maintenance, extension and alteration of a system for electrical wiring for lights, heat or power, 
lightning protection systems and all appurtenances thereto and all apparatus or equipment used in 
connection therewith including that of room air conditioning units only, and all electrical 
specialties. An electrical contractor shall subcontract to a qualified contractor all other work of a 
trade other than that of an electrical contractor. 

HARV CONTRACTORS: (heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation) are 
those who can qualify for testing as a master heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and 
ventilation with a minimum of five (5) years experience in a supervisory capacity, or who have 
an education and experience equivalent thereto, with the educational equivalency not to exceed 
two (2) years of the total, to perform the following: install, maintain, repair, alter or extend air 
conditioning, refrigeration, heating, ventilation, unlimited in horsepower or tons, including all 
duct systems, sheet metal, incinerators, boilers and unfired pressure vessel systems, solar heating 
and cooling systems and all appurtenances, apparatus or equipment used in connection therewith, 
also piping, duct work, insulation of pipes, vessels and ducts. A HARV contractor shall 
subcontract to a qualified contractor all other work incidental to the work which is herein 
specified as being the work of a trade other than that of a HARV contractor. 

ROOFING -RE-ROOFING CONTRACTORS: those who are qualified for testing to install, 
repair and replace roof covering. Work may include, but shall not be limited to roof deck 
insulation, roof coatings, roof painting, waterproofing and covering, including use of sheet metal 
and installation of other sheet metal products incidental to roofing materials or any combination 
thereof. Scope of work includes installation of soffit and facia but does not include installation or 
replacement of sheathing, framing or truss members. 

SWIMMING POOL CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified for 
testing to excavate, construct, fabricate, install and equip swimming pools, spas and hot tubs, 
including the pumps, water treatment and servicing the pools, pool heaters, installation of pool 
heat pumps, filters and chlorinators and that piping incidental to the recirculating system, 
including plumbing fixtures and potable water hook up. The contractor may do the slab for the 
pool deck, repair of concrete pavement damaged on site during pool installation and replaced 
pigtailed equipment or identical controls and motors that are necessary to the operation of the 
swimming pool. Such contractors shall sub-contract to a qualified contractor in the field 
concerned all other work specified herein as being the exclusive work of a plumbing, electrical, 
gas contractor and other sub-contractors responsible for the installation of required pool safety 
structure or device. 

SWIMMING POOL MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified for testing to maintain and treat the water, including but not limited to, the direct 
infusion of chlorine gas in existing swimming pools, spas and hot tubs, both public and private, 
making minor repairs to existing pool masonry, such as patching cracks in pool bottoms and 
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walls, repaint, resurface or reline the walls, bottoms of pools and resurface pool decks and 
perform preventive maintenance to equipment such as filters and chlorinators, and to replace 
pigtailed equipment or identical controls and motors that are incidental to the operation of the 
swimming pool. This contractor may install pool heaters, including solar pool heaters and heat 
pumps. Such contractor shall sub-contract to a qualified contractor al work being the exclusive 
work of a plumbing, electrical and mechanical contractor. 

MASTER PLUMBER: those who can qualify for testing as a journeyman plumber with two (2) 
years of supervisory experience under a licensed plumbing contractor. 

MASTER ELECTRICIAN: those who can qualify for testing as a journeyman electrician with 
two (2) years of supervisory experience under a licensed electrical contractor. 

MASTER HARV (heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation): those who can 
qualify for testing as a journeyman heating, air conditioning, refrigeration and ventilation 
contractor with two (2) years of supervisory experience under a licensed HARV contractor. 

JOURNEYMEN ELECTRICIANS: are those who can qualify for testing with the minimum 
years' experience, or experience and education as defined below, under the employment of an 
electrical contractor, and who only performs work in the electrical trade while employed by and 
under the supervision of a certified electrical contractor. 

!.Graduation from a registered two (2) year apprenticeship 
program, which includes two (2) years' work experience; or 

2.Completion of two (2) years attendance in a registered 
apprenticeship program which includes two (2) years practical 
work experience under the direct supervision of a state-licensed or 
county certified electrical contractor; or 

3. Four (4) years' practical work experience under the direct 
supervision of a state licensed or county certified electrical 
contractor. 

JOURNEYMEN PLUMBERS: are those who can qualify for testing with the minimum of 
experience, or experience and education as defined below, under the employment of a plumbing 
contractor, and who only perform work in the plumbing trade while employed by and under the 
supervision of a certified plumbing contractor: 

1. Completion of two (2) full years of a registered 
apprenticeship program, which includes two (2) years' 
work experience; or 
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2. Four ( 4) years of full-time practical work experience under 
the direct supervision of a state licensed or county certified 
plumbing contractor. 

SPECIALTY CONTRACTOR STANDARDS 

"Specialty Contractors" are those who can qualify for testing witfi shall have a minimum of two 
(2) years~ experience, one (1) year of which must be in a supervisory capacity, who specialize in 
one or more of the crafts of the building construction and related contracting trades. Verification 
of experience and supervisory capacity must be provided by a person licensed within the same 
trade as the applicant Verification must be provided in written form with a notarized signature of 
the person attesting to the work history and supervisory experience. 

A certified specialty contractor shall be able to subcontract any work incidental to the work of 
their specialty certification. 

1. ACOUSTICAL/SUSPENDED ACOUSTICAL CEILING CONTRACTOR: those 
who are qualified to install, repair, alter or extend any acoustical/suspended acoustical ceiling. 

2. ALUMINUM SPECIAL TIES CONTRACTOR: 

(A) Aluminum Specialties Contractors are those whose services are limited to the 
execution of contracts requiring the experience, knowledge and skill necessary for the 
fabrication, assembling, handling, erection, installation, dismantling, adjustment, alteration, 
repair, servicing and design work when not prohibited by law, in accordance with accepted 
engineering data and/or according to manufacturers specifications in the aluminum metal, vinyl 
and fiberglass screening material construction trade. 

(B) The scope of such work shall include and be limited to screened porches, screened 
enclosures, pool enclosures, preformed panel-post and beam roofs, mobile home panel roof­
overs, residential glass window enclosures, vinyl panel window enclosures, single story self­
contained aluminum utility storage structures (not to exceed 500 sq. ft.), siding, soffit, fascia, 
gutters, hurricane shutters, awnings, railings, decorative metals and aluminum fences. 

(C) The scope of such work shall include masonry concrete work and be limited to 
foundations, slabs and block knee walls not to exceed four ( 4) feet, incidental to the aluminum 
and allied materials construction work. The aluminum specialties contractor, whose services are 
limited, shall not perform any work that alters the structural integrity of the building including, 
but not limited to, roof trusses, lintels, load bearing walls and foundations. Aluminum specialties 
contractors shall subcontract to a licensed qualified contractor in the field concerned, all other 
work specified herein as being the exclusive work of a plumbing, electrical and mechanical 
contractor. 
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3. BURGLAR ALARM CONTRACTOR, LIMITED: those who are qualified to 
install, maintain, repair, alter or extend burglar alarm systems in single family homes, duplexes, 
mobile homes, and commercial buildings having a square footage of not more than five thousand 
(5,000) square feet. Any electrical installation above seventy-seven (77) volts may be included 
in the contract for work but must be_subcontracted to a Certified Electrical Contractor. This 
contractor may also perform the scope of the Communication and Sound Systems Contractor. 

4. CARPENTRY CONTRACTOR: those who have the knowledge and skill to install 
any wood products in a building including, but not limited to, rough framing, metal framing, 
structural and nonstructural trusses, conventional rafters, siding and the work of the carpentry­
finish contractor. 

5. CARPENTRY -FINISH CONTRACTOR: those who have the knowledge and skill 
to install finish wood products and their modem replacement products, including but not limited 
to paneling, cabinets/shelving, wood flooring, stair treads, risers and handrails, doors (excluding 
exterior doors and windows) and all hardware incidental therein, and non-structural incidental 
framing modifications. 

6. COMMUNICATION AND SOUND SYSTEMS CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to install, maintain, repair, alter or extend wiring, apparatus, circuits, and equipment 
operating at less than fifty (50) volts, raceways, computer wiring, conduit for private telephone, 
cable television systems, intercom and public address systems. This contractor may connect to 
an existing power circuit beyond the last over current device, but may not install burglar and fire 
alarm systems. 

7. CONCRETE FORMING AND PLACING CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to batch and mix aggregates, cement and water to agreed specifications, to construct 
forms and framework for the casting and shaping of concrete and pressure injected footings; and 
to place and erect reinforcing steel and miscellaneous embedded steel; and to place and finish 
concrete. 

8. DECORATIVE METAL CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to fabricate 
and install metal railings, columns, handrails and ornamental metals. 

9. DEMOLITION CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to demolish and remove 
structures, such as dwellings, commercial buildings and foundations. 

10. DREDGING AND LAND FILLING CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to 
operate hydraulic dredging equipment that digs material and removes material by pump and 
places pumped material to a fill area in one operation. 

11. DRYWALL CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install drywall products 
to wood and metal studs, wood and steel joists, and metal runners in buildings of an unlimited 
area and height. The scope of work shall include the preparation of the surface over which the 

13 



drywall product is to be applied, including the placing of joint compound, taping and spraying of 
drywall products. 

12. FABRIC AWNINGS CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to manufacture 
and install detachable cloth/synthetic cover material over a rigid metal frame designed to be used 
as a protection against sun and weather. Electrical wiring required for the purpose of lighting the 
awning may be included in the contract for work, but must be subcontracted to a Certified 
Electrical Contractor. 

13. FENCE CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to construct, install, maintain or 
repair fencing, including wood, pre-cast concrete and pre-fabricated fences and automatic gates ... 
to safety, zoning and building codes. Electrical installation may be included in the contract for 
work, but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical Contractor. 

14. GARAGE DOOR CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install, maintain, 
repair, alter or extend residential or commercial type garage doors, including all hardware and 
operating devices. One hundred twenty (120) volt electrical installation required for the door 
operating devices may be included_in the contract for work but must be subcontracted to a 
Certified Electrical Contractor. 

15. GLASS AND GLAZING CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to select, cut, 
assemble and install all makes and kinds of glass and glass work, aluminum and glass curtain 
walls, window walls and execute the glazing frames, panels, sash and door and holding metal 
frames. 

16. GUNITE CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to mix materials and apply 
gunite or shotcrete. 

17. GUTTER AND LEADER CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install 
gutters, leaders and downspouts of approved plastic and metal materials including all necessary 
attachment devices. 

18. HIGH PRESSURE GAS PIPELINE CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified as 
a fuel transmission and distribution line contractor who have the experience and skill to excavate 
for and construct, alter, repair and maintain transmission and distribution lines for liquid or 
gaseous fuels under pressure in welded pipes, valves, meters and similar components as required 
to complete the system. 

19. HURRICANE SHUTTER/AWNING CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to install, maintain, repair or replace shutters and awnings that are designed to protect 
residential and commercial dwellings from hurricane and storm force winds and windborne 
debris. This contractor can brace existing garage doors to comply with said Code but shall not 
install new garage doors. Any electrical work connected with the installation of the shutters or 
awnings may be included in the contract but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical 
Contractor. 
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20. INSULATION CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install, maintain, 
repair, alter or extend any insulation primarily installed to prevent loss or gain of heat from 
internal or external sources in pipes, vessels, ducts or built-up refrigerated boxes or rooms, and 
radiant barriers. 

21. IRRIGATION SPRINKLER CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to design, 
install, maintain, repair, alter or extend, within professional and governmental regulations, all 
piping, sprinkler heads, control system components, pumps, and chemical injectors for irrigation 
of lawns and plant materials. Electrical work is limited to fifty (50) volts except for connection 
of pigtailed equipment or replacement of identical controls and motors. Any equipment requiring 
two hundred thirty (230) volt, three (3) phase or more will require a certified electrical 
contractor. For water source, the contractor may connect to the discharge side of a code­
approved backflow prevention device provided by a licensed plumbing contractor, draw from a 
legal surface water source, or connect to a water well head drilled by a licensed water well 
driller. Such contractors shall subcontract to a Certified Electrical Contractor, Plumbing 
Contractor, Paving Contractor, Water Well Driller, Horizontal Driller, Masonry Contractor, or 
Landscape Contractor as needed to complete the irrigation system. 

22. LIGHTNING PROTECTION SYSTEMS CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to install, maintain, repair or alter any lightning protection system, including all 
terminals, conductors, ground rods, fittings and all other system fastenings, connections and 
bonding necessary to complete a system designed to protect structures and open spaces. 
Electrical installation required to make the system operational may be included in the contract 
but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical Contractor. 

23. MARINE CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified with the experience and skill 
to construct, maintain, alter, install or repair seawalls, bulkheads, revetments, docks, piers, 
wharfs, groins, boat lifts, davits and other marine structures, including pile driving. Electrical 
work required to make the equipment operational may be included in the contract but must be 
subcontracted to a Certified Electrical Contractor. 

24. MASONRY CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to select, cut and lay brick 
and concrete block, horizontal reinforcement incidental to the placement of the units or any other 
unit masonry products, lay brick and other baked clay products, rough cut and dress stone, 
artificial stone and precast blocks, structural glass brick or block, but shall not place or finish 
concrete. 

25. PAINTING CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to prepare surfaces and to 
apply paints, coatings and other finishes, excluding waterproofing of roofs. 

26. PAVER BRICK/PAVER BRICK SYSTEMS CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified with the knowledge, skill and experience to prepare the base, provide for proper 
drainage, to select, cut and lay paver brick/paver brick systems. This contractor shall not place or 
finish. concrete, except that which is required for the placing of the paver brick/paver brick 
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systems. The contractor shall sub-contract any additional concrete work over and above that 
which is required by the manufacturers' specifications for paver brick/paver brick systems to a 
qualified contractor. 

27. PAVING CONTRACTOR - COMMERCIAL: those who are qualified with the 
experience and skill to construct roads, airport runways and aprons, parking lots, sidewalks, curbs 
and gutters, property line walls, storm drainage facilities, paver brick/paver brick systems and to 
perform the excavating, clearing and grading incidental thereto. Electrical work for lighting that 
area may be included in the contract but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical 
Contractor. 

28. PAVING CONTRACTOR - RESIDENTIAL: those who are qualified with the 
experience and skill to construct residential driveways, sidewalks and patios, using portland 
cement concrete or asphaltic concrete over shell or rock base course. 

29. PLASTERING CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to coat surfaces with a 
mixture of sand or other aggregate gypsum plaster, portland cement plaster or quick-lime plaster 
and water, or any natural or synthetic materials as to create a permanent surface coating. Such 
contractor may perform the lathing work. 

30. PORTABLE SHED CONTRACTOR: those whose services are limited to the 
installation of pre-fabricated Department of Community Affairs approved modular sheds on 
public or private property including the placement of a concrete pad, with or without a footing, 
and all required attachments or hurricane tie downs necessary to comply with the requirements of 
the applicable Wind Zone regulations. 

31. PRE-STRESSED PRE-CAST CONCRETE ERECTION CONTRACTOR: 
those who are qualified to erect structural precast concrete units such as decks, beams, girders, 
walls, columns and stairs that are or may· be used as structural members for buildings and 
structures, including welding and rigging in connection therewith and to erect precast concrete 
systems for guard rails and decorative panels above the ground floor, including such minor field 
fabrication as may be necessary. 

32. REINFORCING STEEL CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to fabricate, 
place and tie steel reinforcing bars (rods) of any profile, perimeter, or cross-section, that are or 
may be used to reinforce concrete buildings and structures in such a manner that under all agreed 
specifications, steel reinforcing bars (rods) for concrete building and structures can be fabricated, 
placed and tied. 

33. RESIDENTIAL WINDOW AND DOOR CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to install, repair, replace or alter windows, doors and hardware in connection therewith. 
This contractor shall not effect structural changes. 
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34. ROOF DECK CONTR:t,.CTOR: those who are qualified and certified to erect, 
consti't:lct, fabricate and install roof decks of portlaad cement or gypsWH concrete, using 
lightweight aggregate, on joists or other supporting members erected by others, and shall include 
the placing of forms and welding of supporting members for forms aad miscellaaeous 
reinforcing of the deck and the proportioning, mixing and plaeing of cement, aggregate and 
water, pro•lided, hov.re·1er, that roof decks of v;ood, metal, heavy aggregate concrete, glass or 
plastic and the application of roofing felts or other water resistaat membranes shall not be a part 
of the scope of such \¥0rk. 

34.3S. SIDING CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install exterior siding 
materials including, but not limited to, the attachment devices and trim out materials necessary to 
achieve a finished product including soffit and facia. 

35.~ SIGN CONTRACTOR- ELECTRICAL: those who are qualified to install, 
repair, alter, add to, or change any electrical wires, apparatus, raceways, conduit or any part 
thereof on interior or exterior electrical signs and is qualified to erect signs. Such contractor may 
connect to an existing sign circuit and may contract for and take out building permits for the 
erection of signs. The scope of certification shall not include the provision of any electrical work 
beyond the last disconnect mean or terminal points. 

36.~ SIGN CONTRACTOR- NON-ELECTRICAL: those who are qualified to 
install, repair, add to or change interior or exterior non-electrical signs according to the building 
code. 

37.~ STRUCTURAL STEEL ERECTION CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to erect structural steel shapes and plates, including such minor field fabrication as may 
be necessary, of any profile, perimeter or cross-section, that are or may be used as structural 
members for buildings and structures, including riveting, welding and rigging, only in 
connection therewith. 

38.3-9. STUCCO INSTALLER: those who are qualified to batch and mix aggregates, 
cement and water to agreed specifications, or any natural or synthetic materials as to create a 
permanent surface coating. Such contractor may perform the necessary metal lathing or other 
incidental attachment installation work. 

40. TENNIS COURT CONTR:t,.CTOR: those who are qualified to construct, 
maintain, or repair teoois courts, including the preparation of the surface, drainage, paving, 
surface topping, concrete, posts, and ·fencing. Lighting installation may be included in the 
contract for 'Nork but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical Contractor. 

39.4h TILE, TERRAZZO AND MARBLE CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified 
to prepare the base, set, repair and refinish, tile, terrazzo and marble. 

40.-G. TV ANTENNA AND SATELLITE DISH CONTRACTOR: those who are 
qualified to fabricate and erect, guy and anchor, satellite dishes and antennas. Electrical over 50 
volts may be included in the contract but must be subcontracted to a Certified Electrical 
Contractor. 
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41.43. UNDERGROUND/OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINES 
CONTRACTOR: those who are qualified to install, maintain, repair, alter or extend overhead 
transmission lines, wood or reinforced concrete poles, cross arms, fastening devices, 
underground electrical and communication transmission lines, manholes, splice pits, laying of 
rigid conduit incidental thereto; concrete block, concrete work, and backfill necessary or 
incidental thereto. 
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